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Volume 21, Issue  1 January 2020 La Junta Elks Lodge No. 701  “A Fraternal Organization” 

From Your Exalted Ruler 
 
Happy New Year, 
 
 We have made it to the New Year which 
means we have three more months left in our cur-
rent lodge year. 
 With three months left in the year take a 
look at the delinquent list that is posted in the club 
room, and if you see someone you know talk to 
them about paying their dues. It could be just an 
oversight or maybe there is a reason they haven't 
been able to, reach out to them and let's get them 
current. 
 The bylaws committee which currently con-
sists of myself, PDDGER Jim Parsons, and Trustee 
Bev Tucker have begun to meet to revise our lodge 
bylaws. The main revision would be to increase our 
lodge dues. Our lodge dues haven't been raised in 
many years and the increase will help offset rising 
costs of goods and services. The meetings of the 
bylaw committee will be announced at the Lodge 
Meetings. Any member is welcome to attend. 
 Our steak night is returning on January 
18th. We hope that you will come out and enjoy the 
best steak in the Arkansas Valley.  
 Our lodge website continues to be a work in 
progress, you can visit the 
teat www.lajuntaelks.org our webmaster Boyd 
Valverde has done a great job at bringing our web-
site back online, so go check out the website and let 
Boyd know if you have any feedback. We hope to 
have online dues payments ready to go for the new 
lodge year so be looking for that soon. 
 Our Elks Memorial Service went well, there 
wasn't many in attendance but we provided a great 
memorial for our absent members. 
 The Children’s Christmas party went well 
there were several in attendance I would like to 
thank Tom and Debi Fraker, Gloria McKinney, 
Georgia Dellinger, and Santa and his elf, as well as 
anyone who helped. The kids had a great time. 
 If you receive this bulletin before the New 
Year I'd like to remind you of our New Years Eve 
party. There will be a prime rib dinner for members 
and guests by reservation only so get your reserva-
tions in as you are out of time. The dance will follow 
dinner starting at 8:00pm Country Gold will be play-
ing. The dance is open to the public tickets cost 
$10. 
And don't forget about Tom and Jerry's on New 
Years Day. Stop in and enjoy a drink. 

 
Fraternally,  
 
Jeremiah Stoker  
Exalted Ruler  
 

Lonely Members appreciate holiday cheer 
Message from GER Michael Luhr 

 

New year starts with awards, scholarships 
 

Welcome to 2020! Beth and I extend our best wishes to 
everyone for a happy and successful year. 
 
January is a time to wind down the affairs of the year 
gone by and plan for the year to come. The efforts of our 
Members too often go unrecognized. While many Mem-
bers serve in varying capacities just for the love of the 
organization, an expression of gratitude and recognition 
is always appreciated. 
 
Also to be recognized are those Lodges that distinguish 
themselves through their dedication to working the pro-
grams of the Order and serving the needs of their com-
munities. Awards for Elk of the Year and Officer of the 
Year are available from Grand Lodge, and there is noth-
ing to prevent things like Exalted Ruler Special Citations 
from being prepared to express appreciation to those 
who make our Lodges successful. 
 
In January, all Lodges will be receiving an application 
form to enter the All American Lodge Contest. It is a tre-
mendous opportunity for a Lodge to receive recognition 
for its efforts during the year. Receiving such an award 
will inspire Members to continue their efforts with the 
knowledge that they are important and are being recog-
nized. Something to consider. 
 
While many of us were focused on the Most Valuable 
Student scholarships that had a November close date 
for applications, there is also the Legacy Scholarship 
that is available until January 31. It provides $4,000 
scholarships to the children and grandchildren of Elks 
Members. The Elks are doing their part to try to give de-
serving individuals the opportunity to further their educa-
tion without allowing a lack of financial resources to be a 
barrier. More information on these and other opportuni-
ties can be found on the Grand Lodge website. 

 
Some may not be aware, but in the Ritual there is provi-
sion for a Past Exalted Rulers’ Night. On the first Lodge 
meeting in February the Exalted Ruler can appoint Past 
Exalted Rulers to fill the four chair positions as well as 
Esquire and Chaplain. This is a good opportunity to give 
special recognition to those who have served in the 
highest office in their Lodge over the years, and keep 
them involved in the life of your Lodge. In some cases 
Past Exalted Rulers are called on to conduct an initia-
tion, which would be a special treat that generates inter-
est among the membership.  
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Greetings From  the Club Corner 
 

New Year and new events! 
 
I am planning on a Valentine’s Day on February 15th!  The 
dinner will run from 6:00—7:30pm and feature Prime Rib and 
Shrimp.  Starting in January, there will be a signup sheet at the 
lodge.  I realize that Valentine’s day is February 14th but with 
that being a Friday and the cook has to work, I opted for Satur-
day. 
 
We still have several outstanding tabs due.  I have been send-
ing statements to the members that have them.  Sometimes 
folks forget that they stopped in and started one.  Thanks to all 
that have responded and are getting them taken care of. 
 
Club hours might change slightly after foot ball season ends 
but for now they are staying the same. 
 
DON’T FORGET!  There will  be a Super Bowl party on Febru-
ary 2nd.  More to follow 
 

Clubroom operating hours: 
 

Monday - Friday  4:00pm - 7:00pm * 
Saturday  2:30pm - 7:00pm * 
Sunday   During regular football season, we 
will open from 11:00am - 5:00pm* 
 
* (Closing times are flexible.  They are to stay as long as service warrants) 

 
Debi Fraker 
719-469-6323 

 
 

2019- 2020 Officers 
                      

Exalted Ruler  Jeremiah Stoker  
Est. Leading Knight   Vacant 
Est. Loyal Knight  Kyle Christiansen 
Est. Lecturing  Knight  Ben Valverde 
Secretary    Jim Parsons 
Treasurer   Tom Fraker 
Esquire   Toni Cordova  
Chaplain   Cara Kennedy 
Inner Guard   Georgia Dillinger 
Tiler   Vacant 
Five Year Trustee   Boyd Valverde 
Four Year Trustee  Elaine McIntyre 
Three Year Trustee   Josh Eveatt 
Two Year Trustee   Suzette Cordova 
One Year Trustee   Bev Tucker 

From the Secretary 
 
I do hope that everyone had a Merry Christmas and are looking 
forward to a successful and prosperous 2020. 
 

On November 27th, we initiated one new member into our 
lodge.  He is Michael S. Murray.   When you see him, please 
make him feel welcome.    
 

Speaking of membership, we just mailed out a new set of dues 
notices in hopes of paring down our delinquent list.  A listing is 
posted on the club room bulletin board.  If you know any of 
them please help us in attaining another membership gain this 
year.  We still have 26 delinquent members. 
 

With the timing of the bulletin, I should remind everyone now 
that, at the first meeting in February; we will begin the nomina-
tion process for lodge officers for the 2019/2020 lodge year 
which will begin on April 1st   of 2020.  The elected officers are 
Exalted Ruler, Esteemed Leading Knight, Esteemed Loyal 
Knight, Esteemed Lecturing Knight, Secretary, Treasurer, alter-
nate to Grand Lodge and the trustees of which we elect one new 
one each year.   We have another trustee vacancy this year as 
well for the two years remaining on the term of a resigned trus-
tee.  The other officer positions are appointed by the Exalted 
Ruler. 
 

I will have a listing of those members eligible for life member-
ship in next month’s bulletin. 
 

Our lodge hoop shoot was held on December 21st with free 
throw shooters from most of the local schools participating.  We 
will publish of the 1st and 2nd place winners in next month’s 
bulletin.  The winning boy and girl in each of the three age 
groups will advance to the district hoop shoot in Canon City on 
January 26th at the High School.   We wish them all the very 
best. 
 

The lodge would like to thank Tom and Debi Fraker for serving 
the Tom and Jerry’s on Thanksgiving day.  It would be great to 
have new volunteers for this.   We have them on Christmas Day 
and New Year’s Day as well.   
 

Our annual Memorial service on December 1st went well.  We 
honored Dustin Hermanson, Bill Haberman and Deloss Hin-
kley. 
 

‘Til next time, have a happy and safe holiday season. 
 

James Parsons, PDDGER, Lodge Secretary   
I’m usually in the office from approx. 11:00 AM until 1:00 PM 

weekdays if anyone needs anything. 

 
The Board of Directors wants to remind everybody re-
garding the Guest Policy.  All guests that a member 
brings into the lodge building MUST be signed in.  The 
Visitor Register is located inside the front.  You must 
remain with the guest and should you leave, the guest 
must go with you.  You are responsible for the guest at 
all times. 

Tom & Jerrys 
 

Served on New Year’s Day 
 

9:00am—noon 
 

Stop in and say hi! 

NEW ADVERTISER 
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THANKS TO THESE INDIVUDUALS WHO CONTRIBUTE  $20 OR MORE ANNUALLY AND HELP PAY FOR THE 
BULLETIN 

 

Bob and Jan Blair  Tom and Debi Fraker  Tonilyn Madrid            Chris Carrillo 
Mary Ann Davis  Tano and Loretta Paolucci       Bev Tucker                  James Lewis    
Jim and Pam Sisson  Dan & Kristine Inskeep Buddy and Karey Mueller Dennis Smith 
Peacock Larsen Funeral Home 

Elks Care Elks Share 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1  

NEW YEAR’S 
 
DAY 
Tom & Jerry’s  
9-noon 
 

2 
Juliana Shultz’ 
birthday 

3 Friday Nite Feed 
6:00pm  
Tacos &  
Vermicelli 
Club Bingo 

4 
Heather Wilson 
birthday 

5 
Jeff Crowder & 
Aimee Karney’s 
birthday 

6 
Eric McKinney’s 
birthday 

7 8 PER Mtg 6:45pm 
Lodge Mtg 7:30pm 
 
Ryan Santistevan’s 
birthday 

9 10 Friday Nite 
Feed 6:00pm 
Baked Chicken 
Club Bingo 
 
Morian Coleton’s 
birthday 

11 
Deborah Hender-
son’s birthday 

12 
Johnnie DeLeon Jr 
birthday 

13 
Jan DeLeon’s birth-
day 

14 
Mike Miller’s birth-
day 

15 Board of Direc-
tor’s mtg 6:00pm 
Lodge Mtg 7:30pm 
 
Andy Schweizer & 
Ken Wagner’s 
birthday 

16 
Arlen Ackelson, 
Ryan Denahy, & 
Dave Wickham’s 
birthday 

17 Friday Nite 
Feed 6:00pm 
Salisbury Steak 
Club Bingo 
 
Mike Day’s birth-
day 

18 
Steak Night 
6:00pm—7:30pm 
Music follows 
 
Walt Bader’s birth-
day 

19 
Israel Trujillo & 
Lloyd Wadleigh’s 
birthday 

20 
Ray Veirs & Roy 
Veirs birthday 

21 
Gary Armitage & 
Dan King’s birth-
day 

22 Lodge Mtg 
7:30pm 
Gary Conley, Brad 
Phillips & Kelly 
Taylor’s birthday 

23 
Darren Garcia’s 
birthday 

24 Friday Nite 
Feed 6:00pm  
Baked Ham 
Club Bingo 

25 
Roger Miller & 
Angela Moore’s 
birthday 

26 27 28 
Ted Finney & 
Howard Miller’s 
birthday 

29 Lodge Mtg 
7:30pm 
Initiation 

30 
Joseph La Salle & 
William Schmidt’s 
birthday 

31 Friday Nite 
Feed 6:00pm 
Chicken Fried 
Steak 
Club Bingo 

 

January 2020 
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We offer FREE 
Consultations on 

Any Cases 
 

Specializing in Family 
Law and, 

Criminal Defense 

SPRINGCREST DESIGNS LLC 
 

Custom Window Coverings,  
Blinds by Graber, and  

Ultrasonic Blind Cleaning 
 
409 W. 3rd                719-383-3817 

 

Elks Care Elks Share 
Advertising invoices have been sent 
out.  Please continue to support the 

lodge! 
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WWW.LAJUNTAELKS.ORG 

The La Junta 701 website is back and online.  Please take a look at it 
and let us know what you would like added.  The monthly bulletin is 
even there. 
 
If you have any ideas?  Send them to the webmaster at: 
BPOE.Boyd@gmail.com. 
 
Thanks!  BV 

Sickness and Distress 
 
-Our current Elk of the Year John Marrone is still experiencing 
some heart rhythm issues and is now under the care of a cardi-
ologist for some tests to determine cause and treatment.. 
-Our annual Memorial Service on December 1st honored mem-
bers deceased during the past year.  They were Dustin Herman-
son, and Life members John W (Bill) Haberman and Deloss 
Hinkley. 
-PER Lloyd Mueller is hospitalized in Pueblo for a twisted 
bowel.  He has had surgery for it and is on the mend although it 
will take a while.  We wish him well. 
-Our state sponsor, PGER John Amen from Denver lodge #17 
was in the hospital in early December.  He had heart bypass 
surgery on December 12th and seems to be recovering well.  
We wish him the very best. 
 
No other sickness and distress has been reported to the lodge 

this past month. 

Remember, Sickness and Distress is ALWAYS in Order. If you 
know of one of our members needing our 
thoughts, prayers or visits, please let us know. 
 
James Parsons, PDDGER, Lodge Secretary 

Members Can Pass Down a Legacy 
 

Scholarship-seeking season comes to an end on January 31 
when the Legacy Award application closes. Legacy Awards are 
available to high school seniors who are the children or grand-
children of dues-paying Elks who joined the Order on or before 
April 1, 2017, or are charter members of a Lodge that was in-
stituted on or after April 1, 2017.  
 
Each Legacy Award recipient will receive a $4,000 scholarship 
distributed over the course of their college career.  
 
“This award means so much to me because I’ve seen how 
much my grandparents enjoy being Elks, and I look forward to 
getting involved,” said Erin Murphy, a 2019 Legacy scholar 
sponsored by Inverness, FL Lodge No. 2522.  
 
Legacy Awards scholars are required to serve with the Elks 
once per year. Legacy scholars can get involved, for example, 
Members can pass down a Legacy Elks National Foundation by 
rebounding at a Hoop Shoot contest, assisting with Lodge-run 
projects or Community Investments Program grant projects. 
The chances for Legacy scholars to serve with their community 
and learn about the Elks are endless.  
 
Timothy Wilbert, a 2019 Legacy scholar, volunteered with 
Louisville, KY Lodge No. 8—his sponsoring Lodge— and 
Frankfort, KY Lodge No. 530 to take veterans fishing, one of 
his favorite hobbies.  
 
“It is a great feeling to help others do what you love to do,” 
Wilbert said. “Ser ving with the Elks taught me compassion.”  
 
The deadline to apply for Legacy Awards is January 31 at 
11:59 a.m. CST. Visit enf.elks.org/LEG to learn more.  
 
We can’t wait for you to meet the 2020 class of Elks scholars!  

BEWARE OF SCAMS 
Scam artists always follow the money, so look out for the fol-
lowing:  
• Deposit cash in the bank promptly, do not wait until the next 
day 
• Government agencies/Law Enforcement never ask anyone for 
cash for any reason  

• Do not provide anyone with bank account information 

•  • The IRS never directs Not For Profit Corporations to 
make special payments  

• • Someone “in need” requests plane fare and cash since 
they heard that the Elks do good deeds  

• An unsolicited “free” inspection of the roof or crawlspace 
will result in an unnecessary repair bill  

MAJOR HISTORICAL EVENTS IN JANUARY 

• 45 BC- Julian Calender takes effect 

• 1547- Henry VIII died. 

• 1789- First US Presidential Election held. 

• 1848- Gold was discovered in California. Eureka! Thar’s 

gold in them thar hills! 

• 1863- Lincoln signs the Emancipation Proclamation. 

• 1865- The 13th Amendment abolished slavery. 

• 1912- New Mexico becomes part of the United States 

• 1914- Henry Ford introduces his assembly line. 

• 1933- The Holocaust began. 

• 1959- Alaska entered the Union. 

• 1967- First Super Bowl held. 

• 1973- The Supreme Court’s Roe vs. Wade Decision. 

Valentine’s Dinner 
 

February 15th 
 

6:00 - 7:30 pm 
 

Prime Rib or Shrimp 
Baked Potato, Vegetable, Salad & Dessert 

$20 
Prime Rib and Shrimp  

 $25 
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NEW YEARS EVE  
 

Prime Rib Dinner   
with all the trimmings will served from 

6:00—7:30PM 
RESERVATION ONLY! 

Open to Elks and their guests 
COST: $20  

 
Dance to  

“Country Gold” 
Open to the Public 

Will be playing in the Clubroom 
From 8:00 pm to midnight 

 
Cost: $10 


