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Volume 21, Issue  2 February 2020 La Junta Elks Lodge No. 701  “A Fraternal Organization” 

From Your Exalted Ruler 

 
February really? 
 
It's hard to believe it's February already. It's a 
short month so I'll keep this bulletin short. 
 
Make sure you come down to the lodge and 
and take advantage of some of the things go-
ing on at the lodge. We have bingo and Friday 
night feed every Friday. I encourage everyone 
to come and play bingo even if the pot isn't big. 
The more people that play every week the 
more often the pot will get to the big amounts 
that everyone loves. 
 
We will be having a Valentine's prime rib dinner 
on February 15th so make sure you get a res-
ervation in and join us. 
 
Make sure you join us on PER night. Our 
lodge’s Past Exalted Rulers will be conducting 
the initiation. 
 
The last thing I'll mention is Elks National 
Foundation. Have you made a donation to ENF 
this year? You have 2 month left to get a dona-
tion in for the year. Even if you donate just $5 
that will be helpful for what I feel is a great 
cause, the funds raised also come back to our 
lodge in the form of Grant's, which we then use 
to support the community. Our per member 
capita is currently $9.27 let's get that number to 
$10. We have already exceeded our per mem-
ber goal of $4.75. 
 
I hope you enjoy your February.  
Fraternally,  
 
Jeremiah Stoker  
Exalted Ruler  

Message from GER Michael Luhr 
 
Delinquent Members deserve a phone call 

The end of the Lodge year is fast approaching. I hope that 
Lodges are contacting delinquent Members to find out what is 
going on, and how they can be kept as Members. 
 
I strongly suggest that no Member should be dropped without 
some sort of initial personal contact, whether it be a phone 
call or visit, to really find out what is happening. Sometimes 
there are special circumstances that can be worked around. 
Whatever the reason for the delinquency, the person has been 
a part of your Lodge family and should be afforded the re-
spect and fraternal concern given to all Members. 
 
Even if a delinquent Member has decided for whatever reason 
not to continue his or her membership, please consider mak-
ing the effort to find out why. There may be something going 
on in your Lodge that can be changed to avoid the loss of ad-
ditional Members. Something to think about. 
 
February is possibly the most important month of the fraternal 
year: It is when the leaders of the Lodge are chosen. Every 
Member should take an interest in officer selection and attend 
the meeting. Then, elections are to be conducted. Unfortunate-
ly, there have been times when a very small percentage of a 
Lodge’s membership have elected officers with a passion not 
shared by the majority. It behooves every Elk to take an inter-
est in the election process and be a part of the decisions made. 
The future of the Lodge may depend on it. 
 
If you haven’t done so, please try to keep your Lodge website 
page on elks.org up to date. Often times I’ve visited a Lodge 
page and found that officer listings were missing or no longer 
accurate. An outdated or inaccurate web page, especially one 
provided free through Grand Lodge, reflects poorly. 
 
With only two months left in the fraternal year, now is a good 
time to plan for year end activities. Will there be an event to 
recognize senior Members who have achieved milestones in 
their Lodge membership? Are the new officers properly pre-
pared for their coming year of service? All of these things, 
both fun and important, should be under consideration as the 
end of the year starts to come into focus. 
 
Finally, to the Lodge Secretaries, please make sure to enter 
new Lodge directory information into CLMS2web so that cor-
rect listings can be available. It will save a lot of time later on. 
 
Michael  

Lost and Found 
 

During our clean-up after last month’s Memorial Service, 
we found a small change holder.  It is oval shaped, blue 
and contains some change and a special pressed coin.  If 
you lost such an item, it is in the Secretaries office.  Just 
ask Jim about it, identify it and we’ll get it to its rightful 
owner. 
 

 James Parsons, PDDGER, Lodge Secretary   
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Greetings From  the Club Corner 
 

New Year and new events! 
 
I am planning on a Valentine’s Day on February 15th!  The 
dinner will run from 6:00—7:30pm and feature Prime Rib and 
Shrimp.  There is a signup sheet at the lodge.  I realize that 
Valentine’s day is February 14th but with that being a Friday 
and the cook has to work, I opted for Saturday. 
 
There will  be a Super Bowl party on February 2nd.  It is a 
potluck and everyone is encourage to bring their favorite dish 
or dessert.  Gloria McKinney is collecting some door prizes.  
The meal starts at 3:15 and kickoff is scheduled for 4:30pm.  
The lodge hours will shift that Sunday to opening at 1:00pm. 
 
We still have several outstanding tabs due.  I have been send-
ing statements to the members that have them.  Sometimes 
folks forget that they stopped in and started one.  Thanks to all 
that have responded and are getting them taken care of. 
 
 

Clubroom operating hours: 
 

Monday - Friday  4:00pm - 7:00pm * 
Saturday  2:30pm - 7:00pm * 
Sunday   1:00pm - 6:00pm* 
 
* (Closing times are flexible.  They are to stay as long as service warrants) 

 
Debi Fraker 
719-469-6323 

 
 

 

2019- 2020 Officers 
                      

Exalted Ruler  Jeremiah Stoker  
Est. Leading Knight   Vacant 
Est. Loyal Knight  Kyle Christiansen 
Est. Lecturing  Knight  Ben Valverde 
Secretary    Jim Parsons 
Treasurer   Tom Fraker 
Esquire   Toni Cordova  
Chaplain   Cara Kennedy 
Inner Guard   Georgia Dillinger 
Tiler   Vacant 
Five Year Trustee   Boyd Valverde 
Four Year Trustee  Elaine McIntyre 
Three Year Trustee   Dave McKinney 
Two Year Trustee   Suzette Cordova 
One Year Trustee   Bev Tucker 

From the Secretary 
On December 18th, we initiated two new members into our 
lodge.  They are Tina King and Bill Gregory.  When you see 
them, please make them all feel welcome.    
 

In last months bulletin, I promised a list of life member eligi-
bles and here it is.  The following listed members in good stand-
ing of lodge 701 have met the requirements for life membership 
and are hereby proposed for same.  They are:  
 Gary W. Freeman 

Howard B. Hamby 
Edward C. Harris 

These names will be read on the lodge floor on January 29th, 
and held over for a vote on February 26th. 
 

The lodge’s PER have decided to change their functions in Feb-
ruary.  They will hold a meeting with initiation at 4:00 PM and 
our fun night with a meal, games, etc will follow.  This will all 
be on Saturday, February 22nd.   Please remember, the PER fun 
night is for members, spouses and significant others only.  
Come down and join us for an enjoyable evening. 
 

On the membership front, we still have 22 members who have 
not remitted their dues for this lodge year.  So far, we have add-
ed 24 through initiations and reinstatements.  We have several 
new applications which will be processed soon.  They are from 
Linda Rivas, Timothy Jacks, Ciara Salazar, Timothy Urenda, 
Junior Miller and a reinstatement application from Michael 
Engle.  A list of those needing to remit their dues for this year is 
on the bulletin board in the club room.  If you know any of 
them, a simple reminder may be all that is needed. 
 

Our lodge Hoop Shoot was held on December 21st.  The boys 
winners were Miles Turner (8/9), Trotter Watkins (10/11( and 
Seth Reese (12/13).  The girls winners were Audriana Barela 
(8/9). Rylan Brown (10/11) and Yliani Garcia (12/13)  The boys 
runners-up were Raymond Hernandez (8/9), Hayden Reynolds 
(10/11) and Nate Cabrera (12/13).  Girls runners-up were 
Bristyl Barratt (8/9), Madelyn Tafoya (10/11) and Charlee 
Buhrle (12/13).  The winners advance to the district competition 
in Lamar next month.  
 

I was asked recently to give everyone an explanation on how 
this dues process works.  In addition to the dues to our lodge, 
we also have to pay a per capita fee to Grand Lodge and to the 
Colorado Elks Association by the end of April for all members 
on our roster as of April 1st (whether they have paid their dues 
or not).  This next lodge year, that amount will be $21.50 per 
member.  With our current membership of 438, that amounts to 
$9417.00.  So you see how important it is for all members to 
remit their dues promptly.  We do not have a choice on whether 
or not we pay this per capita and the dues payment status of 
members is immaterial to whether or not we owe their per capi-
ta. 
 

 An all members mailing went out in January to notify all mem-

bers of the proposed changes to our by laws which will be voted 

upon at the regular meeting on February 5th. 

 

James Parsons, PDDGER, Lodge Secretary   
Phone: 719-469-4386, e-mail: jncparsons09@gmail.comI’m 
usually in the office from approx. 11:00 AM until 1:00 PM 
weekdays if anyone needs anything. 

 
The Board of Directors wants to remind everybody re-
garding the Guest Policy.  All guests that a member 
brings into the lodge building MUST be signed in.  The 
Visitor Register is located inside the front.  You must 
remain with the guest and should you leave, the guest 
must go with you.  You are responsible for the guest at 
all times.

NEW ADVERTISER 

mailto:jncparsons09@gmail.com
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THANKS TO THESE INDIVUDUALS WHO CONTRIBUTE  $20 OR MORE ANNUALLY AND HELP PAY FOR THE 
BULLETIN 

 

Bob and Jan Blair  Tom and Debi Fraker  Tonilyn Madrid            Chris Carrillo 
Mary Ann Davis  Tano and Loretta Paolucci       Bev Tucker                  James Lewis    
Jim and Pam Sisson  Dan & Kristine Inskeep Buddy and Karey Mueller Dennis Smith 
Peacock Larsen Funeral Home 

February 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
Super Bowl Party  
3:15 - 9:00pm 
 
Richard Adams 
birthday 

3 
DJ Edmunds, Jon 
Kolomitz & Louis 
Ojeda’s birthday 

4 5 PER Mtg 6:45 
Lodge Mtg 
7:30pm 
Scott Amrhein’s 
birthday 

6 
Elaine McIntyre’s 
birthday 

7 Friday Nite 
Feed 6pm Beef 
Tips & Noodles 
Club Bingo  
Tim Meis’ birth-
day 

8  
Heath Spady’s 
birthday 

9 
Sarah Tatum’s  
birthday 

10 11 12 Lodge Mtg 

7:30pm 
Joe Danko, Kristy 
Jimenez, John 
Lowe, Mike Pe-
tersen, & Craig 
Weavers birthday 

13 14 Friday Nite 
Feed 6pm Tacos 
& Vermicilli 
Club Bingo 
Howard Hamby’s 
birthday 
 

15 
Jay Blair & Jami 
Bogart’s birthday 
 
Valentine’s Day 
Prime Rib dinner 
6:00 - 7:30pm 

16 
Larry Aragon & 
Robin Lopez 
birthday 

17 
Jim Collins birth-
day 

18 
Christina Tozzie’s 
birthday 

19 Board of Di-
rector’s mtg 
6:00pm 
Lodge Mtg 
7:30pm 

20 
George Strain’s 
birthday 

21 Friday Nite 
feed 6pm 
Chicken & Noo-
dles 
Club Bingo 

22 
PER Night 
Initiation at 
4:00pm followed 
by dinner 
Alejandro Her-
macillo’s birth-
day 

23 
Ron Prather & 
Gary Freeman’s 
birthday 

24 
Joyce Rivas’ 
birthday 

25 
Dan Nuschy & 
Nathan Shultz 
birthday 

26 Lodge Mtg 
7:30pm 
Chris Arguello, 
Mary Brundage 
& Fred Frei-
denberger’s 
birthday 

27 
Virginia Cowell & 
Jim Sisson’s 
birthday 

28 Friday Nite 
feed 6pm 
Chicken Fried 
Steak 
Club Bingo 
Ed Pearson’s 
birthday 

29 LEAP YEAR! 
Dave Miller, Jeff 
Paolucci & Mark 
Paolucci birth-
day 

Sickness and Distress 
 
-Our current Elk of the Year John Marrone is still experiencing some heart rhythm issues and is now under the care of a cardiologist for some 
tests to determine cause and treatment.. 
PER Lloyd Mueller is doing much better.  He was transferred from the Nursing Home and has settled in to his own house.   We wish him well. 
The mother (Mary) of associate member Tead Cranson passed away recently. 
Member Alan Achatz  recently lost both his mother and father.  
Loretta Paolucci (wife of life member Tano) passed away on January 7th. 
Bud Quick (father of PER Jay Quick) passed away recently. 
 
Remember, Sickness and Distress is ALWAYS in Order.  If you know of one of our members needing our thoughts, prayers or visits, please 
let us know. 
 James Parsons, PDDGER, Lodge Secretary   
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We offer FREE 
Consultations on 

Any Cases 
 

Specializing in Family 
Law and, 

Criminal Defense 

SPRINGCREST DESIGNS LLC 
 

Custom Window Coverings,  
Blinds by Graber, and  

Ultrasonic Blind Cleaning 
 
409 W. 3rd                719-383-3817 

 

Elks Care Elks Share 
Advertising invoices have been sent 
out.  Please continue to support the 

lodge! 
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WWW.LAJUNTAELKS.ORG 

The La Junta 701 website is back and online.  Please take a look at it 
and let us know what you would like added.  The monthly bulletin is 
even there. 
 
If you have any ideas?  Send them to the webmaster at: 
BPOE.Boyd@gmail.com. 
 
Thanks!  BV 

The Family Religion 

Wayne Bower developed plenty of grit—his lucky charm—en route to 
the 2019 Hoop Shoot National Finals. But, he might’ve learned a bit 
about grit, and now gratitude, from his dad, too. 
“The Elks Hoop Shoot was like a religion in our family,” says Jacob 
Bower, Wayne’s dad. 
Jacob is the youngest of five boys—all of whom competed in the 
Hoop Shoot; his oldest brother competed in the National Finals before 
Jacob was even born. Jacob’s father, who died when Jacob was 3 years 
old, encouraged his older sons to participate.  
They continued their father’s legacy, ensuring that Jacob was ready to 
go when the time came. He competed every year, from the time he was 
8, and went on to win the National Championship in 1997. 

Jacob loved his Hoop Shoot experience, and so did Wayne. As Wayne 
advanced, he had the opportunity to travel to Portland, Oregon, and 
Chicago—places he’d never been. 
“It reminded me about all the good experiences I had with the Hoop 
Shoot,” Jacob says. “As I researched my Lodge and saw how much 
they give to the community by helping others, especially kids and 
veterans, something inside me told me I needed to join.” 
Jacob submitted his application to join the Nampa, Idaho, Lodge No. 
1389 before the 2019 National Finals even began. 
“It’s just something I believe in,” Jacob says. “Getting involved in it 
has been so exciting. I just love everything about the Elks.” 
The Bower family regularly attends the Nampa Lodge’s Friday night 
dinners, and Jacob plans to promote Lodge opportunities—like the 
ones he and Wayne received—to others in the community. He’s al-
ready volunteering with the Hoop Shoot. He hopes to direct the Lodge 
contest one day.  
“I really believe this is one of the best events kids can be involved in,” 
Jacob says. “The Elks have done so much for my family and now for 
[Wayne]. I’d be really surprised if this didn’t continue for the next 
couple years for him.” 
The 2020 Hoop Shoot National Finals are coming up. Stay up-to-date 
with the 2020 Hoop Shoot National Finalists and all other ENF con-
tent—visit enf.elks.org/Social to follow the ENF’s social media chan-
nels. 
The Elks have been developing gritty kids through the Hoop Shoot 
program for nearly 50 years. For 2019-20, the Elks National Founda-
tion allocated $1.1 million to fund the program. For videos, news from 
the court, and more information about the Hoop Shoot, visit elks.org/

Elks National Foundation 
 

The article above highlights just one of the areas that your do-
nations help our youth and our country.  La Junta Elks Lodge 
has surpassed the Grand Exalted Ruler’s goal of $4.75 per capi-
ta and current sits at $9.31.  An initial $10 sets the path for you 
to contribute to this 501(c)3 AND support our Youth, our Vet-
erans and our Communities.  Consider joining the Fidelity Club 
…..have a monthly amount (say $10) taken out of your banking 
account.  Or just go online to www.elks.org, click on the tab 
labeled “Elks National Foundation” and select “Make a Dona-
tion.  You can always email me with questions: frak-
ertw@gmail.com. 

Groundhog Day (Pennsylvania German: Grund'sau 
dåk, Grundsaudaag, Grundsow Dawg, Murmeltiertag; Nova 
Scotia: Daks Day) is a popular tradition celebrated 
in Canada and the United States on February 2nd. It derives 
from the Pennsylvania Dutch superstition that if 
a groundhog (Marmota monax, also called 
"woodchuck"; Deitsch: Grundsau, Grunddax, Dax) emerging 
from its burrow on this day sees its shadow due to clear weath-
er, it will retreat to its den and winter will persist for six more 
weeks, and if it does not see its shadow because of cloudi-
ness, spring will arrive early. While the tradition remains popu-
lar in modern times, studies have found no consistent correla-
tion between a groundhog seeing its shadow or not and the sub-
sequent arrival time of spring-like weather. 
The weather lore was brought from German-speaking areas 
where the badger (German: Dachs) is the forecasting animal. 
This appears to be an enhanced version of the lore that clear 
weather on the Christian Holy Day of Candlemas forebodes a 
prolonged winter. 
The Groundhog Day ceremony held at Punxsutawney in west-
ern Pennsylvania, centering around a semi-mythical groundhog 
named Punxsutawney Phil, has become the most attend-
ed. Grundsow Lodges in Pennsylvania Dutch Country in the 
southeastern part of the state celebrate them as well. Other cities 
in the United States and Canada have also adopted the event. 

History of Valentine's Day 
 
No one is quite sure where the origins of Valentine's Day first came 
from. There were at least three Saint Valentine's from the early Catholic 
Church who were martyrs. The day of St. Valentine could have been 
named after any one of them. 
 
The day became associated with romance sometime in the Middle Ag-
es. In the 1300s English poet Geoffrey Chaucer wrote a poem that 
linked the day with love. This likely was the beginning of celebrating 
love on this day. 
 
In the 18th century sending romantic cards on Valentine's Day became 
very popular. People made elaborate handmade cards with ribbons and 
lace. They also began to use hearts and cupids as decorations. 
 
The holiday spread to the United States and in 1847 the first mass pro-
duced Valentine's cards were made by entrepreneur Esther Howland. 

  

 
 
 

Fun Facts About Valentine's Day 
 

Around 190 million cards are sent on this day making it the second 
most popular holiday to send cards after Christmas. 
If you include cards given at school and handmade cards, the number of 
Valentine's exchanged is estimated to be nearly 1 billion. Because so 
many students give cards, teachers receive the most cards of any pro-
fession. 
Around 85% of Valentine's cards are purchased by women. 73% of 
flowers are purchased by men. 
The oldest love poem is said to be written on a clay tablet by 
the Ancient Sumerians over 5,000 years ago. 
Around 36 million heart shaped boxes of chocolate will be given as 
gifts on Valentine's Day. 
Millions of pet owners buy gifts for their pets on this day. 
During the Middle Ages, girls would eat strange foods to help them 
have dreams where they would dream of their future husband. 

http://elkshoopshoot.org/wayne-bower/
http://elkshoopshoot.org/jacob-bower-1997/
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Annual PER Initiation 

And 
Rocky Mountain Oyster  

(alternate entrée will be available) 
Dinner 

 
Saturday  

February 22nd 
Initiation at 4:00pm 

Elks Only 
 

Dinner follows at 
5:30pm 
Cost: $8 

Dinner open to Elks, 
Significant Others and  
ID Card holders only 

 

 
February 15th 
6:00 - 7:30pm 

 

Valentine’s Prime Rib 
Dinner 

Shrimp will be available in limited quantities 

 
Cost $20 

 
Signup sheet located at the bar 

 
Reservations will be limited to 50 

 
Call the lodge or stop in and signup 


