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Volume 20, Issue  11 December 2019 La Junta Elks Lodge No. 701  “A Fraternal Organization” 

From Your Exalted Ruler 
 

Good bye 2019 Hello 2020....Wait al-
ready? 

 

As we wind down 2019 we look forward to bringing 
2020 in strong. 
 
November 20th we had our District Deputy Grand 
Exalted Ruler for South District Fred Sola from Trin-
idad lodge #181 make his visit to our lodge. As al-
ways he had good things to say about our lodge. 
And now for the happenings for the last month of 
2019. 
 
December 1st is our annual Elks Memorial Day ser-
vice where we will honor those members we have 
lost during the year. If you are able please attend to 
honor the members we have lost. Our membership 
is what makes this organization so great, so lets 
hear the chimes of memory bring the friendly mes-
sage "to our absent members." 
 
December 7th a date that will live in infamy in the 
United States was the day the Japanese attacked 
Pearl Harbor. Our Past Grand Exalted Ruler Mi-
chael Luhr at the Elks National Convention in St 
Louis issued a challenge to the Elks members to 
raise funds for the Pearl Harbor National Memorial 
in Hawaii. With contributions from Elks across the 
country we can preserve, restore and modernize 
the  USS Arizona memorial. Funds raised will be 
used to replace faded and peeling outdoor exhib-
its,  build digital and interactive displays, modernize 
the museums with iPads and touch screens, and 
install new programs and software. I challenge our 
members to donate to this fund from December 7th 
to December 21st. 
 
As Christmas approaches don’t forget about our 
Children’s Christmas party there will be food AND   
rumors have it that Santa will be here. 
 
Finally we plan to party 2019 away please join us 
New Years Eve. We will be having a prime rib din-
ner by reservation only so call down to the lodge to 
make your reservations now. We will be having a 
dance afterwards that is open to the public. Fred 
Darnell and Country Gold will be playing so invite 
your friends and let's bring in the New Year. 
I look forward to our lodge continuing to do the 
great things that we do in 2020. 

 
Fraternally,  
 
Jeremiah Stoker  
Exalted Ruler  
 

Lonely Members appreciate holiday cheer 
Message from GER Michael Luhr 
 

Happy Holidays! Beth and I extend to each of you a 
safe and enjoyable holiday season, and a happy, 
prosperous, and successful new year. 
 
While schedules become crowded with social and 
family engagements, we should remember our du-
ties to one another as Elks. The holiday season is 
the loneliest time of year for many of our Members. 
For many reasons, they find themselves alone, and 
a lack of social opportunities is undoubtedly a large 
part of the heightened levels of depression experi-
enced during this time of year. 
 
As Elks, we should be mindful of those Members 
we haven’t seen in a while, or who don’t have any-
one special in their lives. Try to reach out, to find 
out how Members are doing and if the Lodge can 
help with getting them to events. A simple phone 
call or visit may be the greatest gift some of our 
Members will ever want. 
 
The Elks Memorial Service, to be held this year on 
Sunday, December 1, is a time to remember our 
departed Members. It falls under part of my slogan 
for the year, “Honoring the Past.” It is a time to re-
member the people who brought our Lodges and 
Order to the heights they have reached. 
 
Of course, it is also important to be mindful that the 
service is not just for our Members who remain 
among us, but also for the spouses and friends of 
our departed Members who may attend and who 
will appreciate a dignified and well-prepared event 
to honor the memory of their loved ones. Let’s give 
it our best! 
 
As I close this message, it goes without saying that 
the holiday season can be a time for alcohol con-
sumption, and it falls on each of us to do our very 
best to keep consumption within limits. Unfortunate-
ly, our Order continues to be confronted with liquor 
liability lawsuits arising from our Lodges that are not 
diligent in monitoring the over-serving of alcohol. 
For the sake of everyone—Members, guests, and 
even strangers—let’s all do our part to keep the hol-
iday season safe.  
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Greetings From  the Club Corner 
 

December has finally arrived and your club is staying busy.  
We are catering a Christmas party upstairs on December 6th.  
With Friday Nite feed, Bingo and that party, it will be a busy 
Friday night. 
 
Tom and Jerry’s will be served on Christmas and New Year’s 
day from 9:00—noon.  The clubroom will close after that to 
allow the volunteer help to get home to their families. 
 

Don’t forget that we have a band lined up for New Years Eve 
called “Country Gold”.  Plan on coming down to your lodge and 
bring in the new year!.  There will be a Prime Rib dinner that 
night, RESERVATION ONLY.  We plan to close reservations at 
50.  Dinner will be served at 6:00pm.   
 

I have sent out tab letters.  The intent is not to offend anyone.  
It is a reminder that you owe the lodge some money and it is 
needed to continue to keep the doors open.  Tabs are due by 
the 7th day of the month following. 
 

Clubroom operating hours: 
 

Monday - Friday  4:00pm - 7:00pm * 
Saturday  2:30pm - 7:00pm * 
Sunday   During regular football season, we 
will open from 11:00am - 5:00pm* 
 
* (Closing times are flexible.  They are to stay as long as service warrants) 

 
Debi Fraker 
719-469-6323 

2018- 2019 Officers 
                      

Exalted Ruler  Jeremiah Stoker  
Est. Leading Knight   Vacant 
Est. Loyal Knight  Kyle Christiansen 
Est. Lecturing  Knight  Ben Valverde 
Secretary    Jim Parsons 
Treasurer   Tom Fraker 
Esquire   Toni Cordova  
Chaplain   Cara Kennedy 
Inner Guard   Georgia Dillinger 
Tiler   Vacant 
Five Year Trustee   Boyd Valverde 
Four Year Trustee  Elaine McIntyre 
Three Year Trustee   Josh Eveatt 
Two Year Trustee   Suzette Cordova 
One Year Trustee   Bev Tucker 

Elks Care Elks Share 

 
The Board of Directors wants to remind everybody re-
garding the Guest Policy.  All guests that a member 
brings into the lodge building MUST be signed in.  The 
Visitor Register is located inside the front.  You must 
remain with the guest and should you leave, the guest 
must go with you.  You are responsible for the guest at 
all times.

From the Secretary 
 
Hello everyone.   
 
We initiated three new members into our lodge in October.  
They are Whitney Boatwright, Jenny Mestas and JJ Myers.  
Please make them feel welcome.  This brings our total member-
ship to 435.  As of this writing, we still have 30 members who 
have not paid their dues for this lodge year.  With the initiations 
we’ve had totaling 21 plus one reinstatement and one transfer 
out, that adds 21.  If our lodge year ended today, we would ex-
perience a loss of nine members.  We have four new applica-
tions in progress (for Tina King, Timothy Jacks, Ciara Salazar 
and Michael Murray) which will help, but we need as many 
delinquent members as possible to remit their dues.  First, it 
allows you to enjoy the use of our facilities, and second it al-
lows us to recoup the grand lodge and state association assess-
ments we already paid for you.  I will be sending out another set 
of dues notices shortly. 
 

Our annual Community Halloween party went very well, and 
we estimate that approximately 500 children were in attend-
ance.  Our sincere thanks to all who donated monies to make 
the event a success.  We would also like to express our sincere 
thanks to the OJC Presidential Leadership program, LJHS Posi-
tive Impact group and the La junta Police dept and reserve with-
out whose help in running games and so forth, this event would 
not have been possible.  A very special THANK YOU goes out 
to Toni Cordova for coordinating the event, and all the mem-
bers who participated in moving games/treats to the venue and 
setting up and taking down the games and so forth. 
 

We have received a communication from the Elks Grand Lodge 
indicating that the Grand Lodge Assessment on our dues is go-
ing to go up by $2.00 for next year.  This will go toward the self 
insured liability insurance that Grand Lodge carries for all lodg-
es. 
 

We are beginning a process to update the By-Laws of the lodge 
(they require a general revision every 5 years).  So far, the com-
mittee consists of ER Jeremiah Stoker, Trustee Beverly Tucker 
and myself.  All you new members with a copy of the by-laws, 
please let us know if you have any recommended changes. 
 

We do hope that everyone had a very nice Thanksgiving and 
wish for the very best for all of our members during this time of 
year. 
 

Don’t forget the Tom and Jerrys on Christmas and New Years 

Day!!! 

 

 
 

James Parsons, PDDGER, Lodge Secretary   
I’m usually in the office from approx. 11:00 AM until 1:00 PM 

weekdays if anyone needs anything. 

 

 

  
 

Santa is Coming to Town! 
 

December 15th 
 

Children’s Christmas Party 
 

Hamburgers will be served at noon 
 

Followed by visit from Santa  
 

At 1:00pm 
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THANKS TO THESE INDIVUDUALS WHO CONTRIBUTE  $20 OR MORE ANNUALLY AND HELP PAY FOR THE 
BULLETIN 

 

Bob and Jan Blair  Tom and Debi Fraker  Tonilyn Madrid            Chris Carrillo 
Mary Ann Davis  Tano and Loretta Paolucci       Bev Tucker                  James Lewis    
Jim and Pam Sisson  Dan & Kristine Inskeep Buddy and Karey Mueller Dennis Smith 
Peacock Larsen Funeral Home 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
Memorial Ser-
vice 
11:00 am 
Matthew Cer-
vantes & Clark 
Walz birthday 
Broncos vs 
Chargers 2:25 

2 
Gary Adding-
ton’s birthday 

3 
JoAnna Finney, 
Jeffrey Harms, 
Sandy Jones, & 
James 
Vanhook’s 
birthday 

4 PER Mtg 
6:45pm 
Lodge mtg 7pm 

5 6 Friday Nite 
Feed 6pm Roast 
Beef 
Club Bingo 
 
Rufus Herrera, 
Jim Parsons & 
Chris Quick’s 
birthday 

7 

8 
Broncos vs Tex-
ans 
11:00 am 

9 10 
Alan Achatz & 
Erika Fishkin;s 
birthday 

11  
Board of Direc-
tor’s mtg 6:00 
pm 
Lodge mtg 7pm 

12 13 Friday Nite 
Feed 6pm 
Smothered Bur-
ritos 
Club Bingo 

14 
Paige Loose & 
Gordon 
Schockey’s 
birthday 

15 Children’s 
Christmas Party 
Noon 
Steven Castillo, 
Toni Cordova, 
Thomas Mascare-
nas & Jenny Mes-
tas birthday 
Broncos vs Chiefs 
11:00 am 

16 17 
Ed Hollands-
worth, Brad 
Jones, & Hyle 
Otten’s birthday 

18 Lodge mtg 
7pm 
Initiation 
 
William Comp-
ton’s birthday 

19 20 Friday Nite 
Feed 6pm Beef 
Tips and Noo-
dles 
Club Bingo 

21 
Lodge Hoop 
Shoot 
10am 
 
Jerry Da-
vidson’s birth-
day 

22 
Alexis & Leona 
Trujillo’s birth-
day 
 
Broncos vs Li-
ons 2:05 pm 

23 24 25 
CHRISTMAS 

DAY 
 

Tom & Jerry’s 
9am—Noon 

26 27 Friday Nite 
Feed 6pm 
Chicken Fried 
Steak 
Club Bingo 

28 
Norm Bailey, 
Frank McKenzie 
and Miles Van 
Hee’s birthday 

29 
Broncos vs 
Raiders 2:25 

30 
Tom Fraker & 
Robert 
Lathum’s birth-
day 

31 
NEW YEAR’S 

EVE 

    

December 2019 
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We offer FREE 
Consultations on 

Any Cases 
 

Specializing in Family 
Law and, 

Criminal Defense 

SPRINGCREST DESIGNS LLC 
 

Custom Window Coverings,  
Blinds by Graber, and  

Ultrasonic Blind Cleaning 
 
409 W. 3rd                719-383-3817 

 

Elks Care Elks Share 
Advertising invoices have been sent 
out.  Please continue to support the 

lodge! 
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WWW.LAJUNTAELKS.ORG 

The La Junta 701 website is back and online.  Please take a 
look at it and let us know what you would like added.  The 
monthly bulletin is even there” 
 
Other areas that will be available are a facility rental section 
where a form will be available to print, fill out and send in.  
Any ideas?  Send them to the webmaster at: 
BPOE.Boyd@gmail.com. 

TOM & JERRY’S 
 

SERVED ON  
 

Christmas Day  
and  

New Years Day 
 

9 AM - NOON 

GROWTH hinges on GOOD Sales Skills 
By RICK GATHEN PR and Membership Marketing Manager  
 

Lodges that are strong in promoting membership know the key 
to attracting new Members is a great Membership Committee. 
The group applies good business management practices that 
always improves the condition of the Lodge. Like any service 
business, we must not only make the original sale, but also keep 
the customer sold. 
 Committee responsibilities include recruitment, orientation of 
new Members, public relations, and dues collection. Think in 
business terms: sales, customer relations, public relations, and 
credit collections. 
 The three key individuals are the Exalted Ruler, Lodge Secre-
tary and Membership Committee Chairperson. The Exalted Rul-
er should provide continuous supervision. The Lodge Secretary 
runs the “collection department.” The Membership Chairperson 
needs committee members with various skills that include: 
 • Sales. Working recruitment tables, working reinstatements, 
and greeting guests and inviting them to join.  
• Public Relations/Marketing. Promoting membership on social 
media Grand Lodge Public Relations and Membership Market-
ing and the Lodge website. Making sure everyone inside and the 
outside is aware of the positive impact the Lodge has on the 
community.  
• Orientation. Educating, involving, and inspiring new Members 
to recruit and be active. Matching their interests and time with a 
Lodge committee or activity. • Collection Department. Assisting 
the Lodge Secretary with billing, collection letters, phone calls, 
e-mails, and visits to delinquents. Handling issues with patience 
and persistence.  
• Recruiting in the community. Telling people what we do and 
how to join. All community events should include a strong pub-
lic relations and membership presence. Set up a table with 
handouts. Think of an airplane: Public relations and member-
ship are the wings that allow the plane to take flight.  
Other precursors for gaining membership: Earn a good reputa-
tion as a premier charitable organization in your community. 

Provide a family- and Member-friendly environment. Have a 
good understanding of the Order’s programs and ENF grant 

opportunities. This will translate back to the community and 
have a positive impact on membership. And I thought you’d 

never ask. Don’t forget to ask them to join! 

Sickness and Distress 
 
My heart valve procedure on November 5th was a success, and 
I am doing very well. 
We were notified that Kathy Miller, widow of PDDGER Rick 
Miller of Rocky Ford lodge 1147  passed 
away recently. 
Our current Elk of the Year John Marrone is still experiencing 
some heart rhythm issues. 
Our annual Memorial Service on December 1st will honor 
members deceased during the past year. They were Dustin Her-
manson, and Life members John W (Bill) Haberman and 
Deloss Hinkley. 
No other sickness and distress has been reported to the lodge 
this past month. 
Remember, Sickness and Distress is ALWAYS in Order. If you 
know of one of our members needing our 
thoughts, prayers or visits, please let us know. 
 
James Parsons, PDDGER, Lodge Secretary 

Pictured above:  DDGER Fred Sola and Exalted Ruler Stoker 
Taken after the lodge meeting on November 20th. 
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NEW YEARS EVE  
 

Prime Rib Dinner   
with all the trimmings will served 

from 
6:00—7:30PM 

RESERVATION ONLY! 

Open to Elks and their guests 
COST: $20  

 
“Country Gold” 

 
Will be playing in the Clubroom 

From 8:00 pm to midnight 
 

Cost: $10 

 
Valentines Dinner 

 
February 15th 

 
6:00pm—7:30pm 

 
Prime Rib and Shrimp 

 
Mark this date on your 

Calendar 


