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Volume 20, Issue  10 November 2019 La Junta Elks Lodge No. 701  “A Fraternal Organization” 

From Your Exalted Ruler 
 
Be Thankful, Give Thanks 
 
The holiday season is upon us and 
with this month where we pause to 
think about what we are thankful for 
also take the time to thank a Veter-
an. 
 
This article went out before our an-
nual Halloween event, but I want to 
thank everyone that helped make 
this event possible. We had several 
people step up and make donations 
in order to help fund the event as we 
didn't receive the promise grant this 
year. Our members are what makes 
the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks the greatest fraternal organi-
zation.  
 
With Veterans Day on November 
11th I hope you would consider ear-
marking your ENF contributions to 
help fund our veteran programs. 
Please join us at the lodge this 
month. You can check your bulletins 
as well as postings around the lodge 
to stay up to date on the lodge func-
tions. 
 
Fraternally,  
Jeremiah Stoker  
Exalted Ruler  
 

 

Elks Care Elks Share 

Alcohol provision policies keep spirits high 
Message from the Grand Exalted Ruler ROBERT L. DUITSMAN 
November is when we move into the season of holidays. It is a time 
of festivity and gatherings when people join together for good times 
and camaraderie. It is also a time we need to be extra vigilant for 
those who may be consuming alcohol. 
 
In recent years, the Elks have made a strengthened commitment that 
our Lodges will not allow the overserving of alcohol under any cir-
cumstances. The needless heartbreak and loss that can arise when 
people get on the road while under the influence of alcohol is some-
thing we just don’t want to see. In my state, California, there are 
special programs in place that every person involved in the sale or 
provision of alcohol, whether paid or volunteer, must go through. 
Many, if not all, of the other states and associations have similar 
requirements. I ask every Lodge to make the effort to ensure all cov-
ered people are properly trained so that the coming season of festivi-
ty can be just that for everyone. 
 
Something that isn’t touched on enough, in my mind, is the concept 
of family. That network of those closest to us that we can rely on 
and share good times. Family is precious. But for many of us there 
really isn’t anyone to share the good times with, and it is in this sea-
son that loneliness is all the more biting for those without others 
close to them. It is for those people, more than for all the rest, that 
our Lodges can play an extremely important role in filling that emp-
ty space. 
 
For some, our Lodges are their family, and it is a role that should not 
be taken lightly. Special events for the Members who may not have 
anywhere else to go can play a critical role in their lives. It would be 
a nice gesture if at least a phone call could be placed to every Mem-
ber of the Lodge just to say hello and ask how he or she is doing. 
Extend a personal invitation for the Member to come for some spe-
cial event, or just to let them know they are being thought of. That 
can be an important outreach and have lasting consequences. 
 
Please consider Veterans Day on November 11, a time to honor 
those men and women who have served our country in military ser-
vice. Few need to be reminded of the Elks commitment that “As 
long as there are Veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks will never forget them.” Too little is said or done to pay tribute 
to these individuals, and the Elks have a long tradition of service to 
and support of our veterans. Do your part in letting your local veter-
ans know you care. 
 
Now is the time to plan for the Elks Memorial Service on December 
1, required under our laws but more importantly an opportunity for 
us to remember and pay tribute to our departed Members. It exem-
plifies our cardinal principle of Brotherly Love. The service should 
be conducted with meaning and propriety, as befitting a remem-
brance of a departed Member. Make sure to invite the surviving 
spouses of departed Members; the service will undoubtedly have 
special meaning to them and will be a fitting tribute of respect not 
only to the departed but to their families. 
 
Beth and I extend our best wishes to each of you for a happy 
Thanksgiving and a wonderful holiday season.  
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Greetings From  the Club Corner 
 

Tom and Jerry’s will be served on Thanksgiving day from 
9:00—noon.  The clubroom will close after that to allow the 
volunteer help to get home to their families. 
 

I want to take time to thank everyone that help make the Ok-
toberfest a success.  Bev’s Bierrocks were a success.  The 
Beer Pong tournament didn’t have a large crowd but those that 
were present had a great time.  I will get another one planned 
for January 
 

Don’t forget that we have a band lined up for New Years Eve 
called “Country Gold”.  Plan on coming down to your lodge and 
bring in the new year!.  There will be a Prime Rib dinner that 
night, RESERVATION ONLY.  We plan to close reservations at 
50.  Dinner will be served at 6:00pm.   
 

I have sent out tab letters.  The intent is not to offend anyone.  
It is a reminder that you owe the lodge some money and it is 
needed to continue to keep the doors open.  Tabs are due by 
the 7th day of the month following. 
 

Clubroom operating hours: 
 

Monday - Friday  4:00pm - 7:00pm * 
Saturday  2:30pm - 7:00pm * 
Sunday   During regular football season, we 
will open from 11:00am - 5:00pm* 
 
* (Closing times are flexible.  They are to stay as long as service warrants) 

 
Debi Fraker 

2018- 2019 Officers 
                      

Exalted Ruler  Jeremiah Stoker  
Est. Leading Knight   Vacant 
Est. Loyal Knight  Kyle Christiansen 
Est. Lecturing  Knight  Ben Valverde 
Secretary    Jim Parsons 
Treasurer   Tom Fraker 
Esquire   Toni Cordova  
Chaplain   Cara Kennedy 
Inner Guard   Georgia Dillinger 
Tiler   Vacant 
Five Year Trustee   Boyd Valverde 
Four Year Trustee  Elaine McIntyre 
Three Year Trustee   Josh Eveatt 
Two Year Trustee   Suzette Cordova 
One Year Trustee   Bev Tucker 

Elks Care Elks Share

 
The Board of Directors wants to remind everybody re-
garding the Guest Policy.  All guests that a member 
brings into the lodge building MUST be signed in.  The 
Visitor Register is located inside the front.  You must 
remain with the guest and should you leave, the guest 
must go with you.  You are responsible for the guest at 
all times.

From the Secretary 
Hello everyone.   
Hello everyone.   
 

As promised last month, the following is a list of the charitable 
activities of your lodge so far this lodge year (since April 1st) 
 

Justice Vigil State FCCLA convention assistance$50.00 
Veterans (Tri lodge Brotherhood night)  $300.00 
La Junta Kids Rodeo Assn    $750.00 
Arkansas Valley Fair Youth Rodeo   $100.00 
Boy Scout Troop 238     $100.00 
Kids Fishing Derby  Cosponsored with CB&T 
La Junta Primary school class sponsorship  $100.00 
La Junta Fire Dept (Fire safety/education activities) $100.00 
Laradon Hall school supplies   $100.00 
Growlers wrestling team     $200.00 
Tiger Resources for Youth (TRY) Toy Bowl  $100.00 
Community Halloween Party donations received $1675.00 
 

Delinquent members, I sent out new dues notices earlier this 
month.   We still have 34 members who have not paid this years 
dues. 
 

In September, we initiated eleven new members into our lodge.  
They are Kelly Taylor, Cassie Betancur, Shanna Riley, Alice 
Martinez, Patricia Eddy, Greg Lovato, Steven  Castillo, Joseph 
Lear, Cole Dewey, Ryan Santistevan and James Hale.  Please 
make them feel welcome. 
 

A reminder, our District Deputy will be making his official visit 

to our lodge on November 20th. We’ll have a meal around 6:00 

PM and our regular lodge meeting at 7:30.  Let’s show him a 

good turn out. 

 
 

James Parsons, PDDGER, Lodge Secretary   
I’m usually in the office from approx. 11:00 AM until 1:00 PM 

weekdays if anyone needs anything. 

 

Sickness and Distress 
 

- I have been diagnosed with a heart valve issue which is going 
to require surgery to correct.  The scheduled date is November 
5th.  If all goes well I should be released from the hospital the 
next day. 
- A sister of our late Past Exalted Ruler, Past District Deputy, 
Past Grand Esquire George Strain, Anna Mae; passed away 
recently. 
-Our current Elk of the Year John Marrone is still experiencing 
some heart rhythm issues.  
-Life member Michael Petersen has had a heart attack.  He is 
home and is being seen by a doctor to determine cause and so 
forth. 
 
No other sickness and distress has been reported to the lodge 

this past month. 

Remember, Sickness and Distress is ALWAYS in Order. 
 

 James Parsons, PDDGER, Lodge Secretary   

  
 

Santa is Coming to Town! 
 

December 15th 
 

Children’s Christmas Party 
 

Hamburgers will be served at noon 
 

Followed by visit from Santa  
 

At 1:00pm 
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THANKS TO THESE INDIVUDUALS WHO CONTRIBUTE  $20 OR MORE ANNUALLY AND HELP PAY FOR THE 
BULLETIN 

 

Bob and Jan Blair  Tom and Debi Fraker  Tonilyn Madrid            Chris Carrillo 
Mary Ann Davis  Tano and Loretta Paolucci       Bev Tucker                  James Lewis    
Jim and Pam Sisson  Dan & Kristine Inskeep Buddy and Karey Mueller Dennis Smith 
Peacock Larsen Funeral Home 

November 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 Friday Nite 
Feed 6:00 pm 
Tacos 
 
NO BINGO 
 

2 
James Grano’s 
birthday 

3 
Jennifer Nether-
ton & Bart 
Rusler’s birthday 
 
Broncos vs 
Browns 2:25pm 

4 
James Thomp-
son’s birthday 

5 
Tano Paolucci 
birthday 

6 PER Mtg 
6:45pm 
Lodge Meeting 
7:30pm 

7 
Jose Guerrero & 
Joseph Lear’s 
birthday 

8 Friday Nite 
Feed 6:00 pm 
Spaghetti 
Club Bingo 
 

9 
Bill Chiara-
monte’s birthday 

10 11 
Shonee Jo All-
sworth’s birthday 
 
VETERANS DAY 

12 13 Board of 
Director’s mtg 
6:00pm 
Lodge mtg 
7:30pm 

14 
Dan Gleason’s 
birthday 

15 Friday Nite 
Feed 6:00 pm 
Baked Chicken 
Club Bingo 
John Marrone & 
Kenton Steele’s 
birthday 

16 

17 
Broncos vs Vi-
kings 11:00am 

18 
Ross Bender, 
Greg Kolomitz, 
Lyle Lough & Jon 
Shoemaker’s 
birthday 

19 
 

20 Lodge mtg 
7:30pm 
DDGER Visit 
Stephanie Grd-
ner, Julie Miller, 
and AJ Quick’s 
birthday 

21 
Dave Huddy & 
James Russell’s 
birthday 

22 Friday Nite 
Feed 6:00 pm 
Chicken Fried 
Steak 
Club Bingo 
Zachary Atkins 
birthday 
 

23 
Greg Lovato’s 
birthday 

24 
Gery Jones birth-
day 
 
Broncos vs Buffa-
lo 11:00am 

25 
Harold Pfannen-
schmid’s birth-
day 

26 27 Lodge mtg 
7:30pm 
 
Tim Klob’s birth-
day 

28 
Vance Cole & 
Lyle Skramstad’s 
birthday 

29 Friday Nite 
Feed 6:00 pm 
Ham and Beans 
Greg Haugen & 
Alice Martinez 
birthday 
 

30 
James Digg’s 
birthday 

 

A SHOUT OUT TO THE MANY VOLUNTEERS 
  

THAT MAKE THIS PLACE TICK! 
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We offer FREE 
Consultations on 

Any Cases 
 

Specializing in Family 
Law and, 

Criminal Defense 

SPRINGCREST DESIGNS LLC 
 

Custom Window Coverings,  
Blinds by Graber, and  

Ultrasonic Blind Cleaning 
 
409 W. 3rd                719-383-3817 

 

Elks Care Elks Share 
Advertising invoices have been sent 
out.  Please continue to support the 

lodge! 
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 La Junta Elks Web Page is about to be Revived! 
 

WWW.LAJUNTAELKS.ORG 
 

The new membership planning committee wanted to restore the 
website.  By doing so, they would be able to ensure that more of 
our members have a means to keep in touch, learn of events and 
check the calendar for the Friday night feeds. 
 
Boyd Valverde took on the task and with the Board of Direc-
tor’s approval, it is close to being completed.   
 
Other areas that will be available are a facility rental section 
where a form will be available to print, fill out and send in.  
Any ideas?  Send them to the webmaster at: 
BPOE.Boyd@gmail.com. 

Upcoming November Event 
 

Tom & Jerry’s 
Thanksgiving Day 

From 9:00am to noon 

Fun Facts about November 

• It is the last month of the Fall season. 

• November in the Northern Hemisphere is 
similar to May in the Southern Hemisphere. 

     Elections are held in the United States on 
the Tuesday after the first Monday in No-
vember. 

• The third Thursday of November is the 
Great American Smokeout. Smokers are en-
couraged by the American Cancer Society to 
stop smoking on this day. 

• Some Christian churches celebrate All 
Saint's Day on the first day of November and All 
Souls Day on the 2nd. 

• American football is the main sport watched 
in the United States during this month. 

Most, if not all, of the leaves have fallen off the 
trees by the end of November. 
 

 
On Thanksgiving when you are having dinner 

with friends and family 
Please say a prayer for those less fortunate, 
our men and women serving in the military  

And  
Our First Responders putting their lives on the 

line for us 
 

ELKS NATIONAL FOUNDATION REPORT 
 
We are halfway through our lodge year and your lodge has a 
total per capita of $7.573 and ranks 11th in the state.  I included 
an insert in this month’s bulletin  to give our members some 
more information which also included a form to cut out and send 
in with your donation.  
 
As many years as I have been lodge chairman, I have dreamed of 
La Junta lodge being #1.  But currently #1 is at $21.00 a mem-
ber!  Wow! 
 
When making a donation, say of $10, you can also pledge any 
amount.  It could be $100 or $1000.  It doesn’t matter AND it is 
not a financial obligation.  It just serves as an annual reminder to 
continue to donate.  As 2019 comes to a close, consider making a 
donation to the greatest 501(c)3 organization. 
 
Tom Fraker 
Lodge Chairman 

Veterans Day  
(reprinted from www.defense.gov) 

 
World War I officially ended when the Treaty of Versailles 
was signed on June 28, 1919. However, the fighting ended 
about seven months before that when the Allies and Ger-
many put into effect an armistice on the eleventh hour of 
the eleventh day of the eleventh month.    
For that reason, Nov. 11, 1918, was largely considered the 
end of “the war to end all wars” and dubbed Armistice 
Day. In 1926, Congress officially recognized it as the end 
of the war, and in 1938, it became an official holiday, pri-
marily a day set aside to honor veterans of World War I. 
But then World War II and the Korean War happened, so 
on June 1, 1954, at the urging of veterans service organiza-
tions, Congress amended the commemoration yet again by 
changing the word “armistice” to “veterans” so the day 
would honor American veterans of all wars.   
For a while, Veterans Day’s date was changed, too, and it 
confused everybody. 
Congress signed the Uniform Holiday Bill in 1968 to en-
sure that a few federal holidays — Veterans Day included 
— would be celebrated on a Monday. Officials hoped it 
would spur travel and other family activities over a long 
weekend, which would stimulate the economy. 
For some inexplicable reason, the bill set Veterans Day 
commemorations for the fourth Monday of every October. 
On Oct. 25, 1971, the first Veterans Day under this new 
bill was held. We’re not sure why it took three years to 
implement, but not surprisingly, there was a lot of confu-
sion about the change, and many states were unhappy, 
choosing to continue to recognize the day as they previous-
ly had — in November. 
Within a few years, it became pretty apparent that most 
U.S. citizens wanted to celebrate Veterans Day on Nov. 11, 
since it was a matter of historic and patriotic significance. 
So on Sept. 20, 1975, President Gerald Ford signed another 
law (Public Law 94-97), which returned the annual ob-
servance to its original date starting in 1978.  

https://www.ducksters.com/history/us_government_voting.php
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NEW YEARS EVE 
AT 701 

 
PRIME RIB DINNER 

6:00—7:30PM 
 

RESERVATION 
ONLY 

 
COST: $2O 

 
DANCE TO 

  
“COUNTRY GOLD” 

NO BINGO  
ON NOVEMBER 1ST 

 
NEW QUEEN OF HEARTS GAME 

WILL BEGIN NOVEMBER 8TH 
 
 
 

“ONE MORE REMINDER” 
 

TOM & JERRY’S 
 

SERVED ON  
 

THANKSGIVING DAY 
 

9 AM - NOON 
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