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Volume 20, Issue  8 September 2019 La Junta Elks Lodge No. 701  “A Fraternal Organization” 

From Your Exalted Ruler 
 
Greetings! Welcome to September.  
 

This month we start back with having our lodge meetings 
every week. I hope to see you there. 
 
This Summer has been a busy one I was able to repre-
sent the La Junta Elks at this year's Grand Lodge Con-
vention. I had a great time and hope to attend Grand 
Lodge in the future.  My report will be below. 
 
I want to thank the numerous volunteers who made this 
summer a great one, from the Kids Fishing Derby, Flag 
Day to our Annual Elks Picnic. Without you, we wouldn't 
be able to accomplish the things that we do. This August 
several volunteers took on the task of emptying and relo-
cating our storage shed. It was quite the 4 hour opera-
tion.  
 
Watch your calendars and Debi will be posting events on 
the doors. Come in and have a great time and fellowship 
with the members of our lodge. 
 
And now here is my Official Report of the Grand lodge 
Convention.  
 
This year's Convention was held in St. Louis Missouri. 
The convention center and hotels were in the heart of 
Downtown St. Louis. The Colorado Elks' hotel was locat-
ed right across the street from the St Louis Cardinals Sta-
dium. Some of the planned activities for the Colorado Elks 
had to be canceled due to the high water levels from re-
cent flooding. I did manage to make a trip up the Gateway 
Arch as well as participate in the 11 o clock toast along 
with Elks from several states underneath the Arch. I also 
enjoyed a meal with Tom and Debi, who were great 
guides for everything at Grand Lodge including the Oyster 
Bar. 
 

There were 15 resolutions that were up for balloting at the 
Grand Lodge Convention. They are as follows with results. 
 
2019-1 to authorize the merger of two or more associations. 
Passed 2,477 to 496. 
 
2019-2 to provide a procedure for the merger of State Associa-
tions.  Passed 2,413 to 555. 
 
2019-3 to require the Officers of the Lodge to perform the Ritual 
during the official visit of the District Deputy Grand Exalted Rul-
er. Failed 1,156 to 1,811 
 
2019-4 to make sure that no jewels or regalia are worn outside 
of lodge room except during special ceremonies.  Passed 2,478 
to 490. 
 
2019-5 to allow lodges to amend their by-laws to provide a dif-
ferent rate of dues for married couples residing at the same ad-
dress. Failed 834 to 2126 

 
(Cont on next column) 

 
(cont from previous column) 
 
 
2019-6 to add the Secretary and Treasurer to the board of di-
rectors.  Failed 1,363 to 1,595 
 
2019-7 to allow caregivers and/or drivers of disabled Members 
to remain in the social quarters during a meeting. Passed 2,527 
to 440. 
 
2019-8 to define a member in good standing and confirm that 
an Elk who is suspended from Club privileges is still a Member 
in Good Standing.  
Passed 2,128 to 840. 
 
2019-9 to move the definition of an Unaffiliated Elk to the defini-
tion chapter and confirm that an Elk whose membership is sus-
pended in an manner is an Unaffiliated Elk. Passed 2,671 to 
295 
 
2019-10 to transfer the responsibilities for membership market-
ing from the Fraternal Committee to the Committee on Public 
Relations and Membership Marketing. Passed 2,678 to 291. 
 
2019-11 to codify that an Executive Order issued by the Grand 
Exalted Ruler may suspend a members social privileges in the 
order. Passed 2,682 to 293. 
 
2019-12 to require Lodges to meet at least twice in February, 
March, and April and to provide an alternative method of notice 
for special meetings called for the sole purpose of initiation. 
Passed 1,813 to 1,140 
 
2019-13 to allow District Deputies to be appointed to districts 
other than their home district. Failed 1,399 to 1,577. 
 
2019-14 to replace the requirement of an annual financial report 
(audit, review, or compilation) with a standardized on-line finan-
cial reporting system. Passed 1,776 to 1,181 
 
2019-15 to provide how the Board of Director positions in a for 
profit corporation shall be constituted. Passed 2,155 to 775. 
 
The Closing of the business session was capped by the election 
of the Grand Exalted Ruler for 2019-2020 Robert L. Duitsman 
whose theme this year will be " Honoring the Past-Embracing 
the Future" 
 
We also saw the election of Allen H. Lenort of Longmont Lodge 
#1055 to the position of Grand Trustee.  Allen is also the Colo-
rado Elks Association 3rd Vice President.  
 

I want to thank the lodge for entrusting me to represent 
La Junta Lodge #701 at the Grand Lodge Convention.  
 
Fraternally, 
 
Jeremiah Stoker 
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Greetings From  the Club Corner 
 

Thank you to the volunteers, friends and Stewards that have 
made my first two months as Club Manager fantastic.  Toni has 
been extremely helpful during this period and has agreed to 
work Thursday nights. 
 

There  is an Octoberfest planned for October 5th.  There will be 
more details in the next bulletin but you can plan on some Ger-
man food,  music and cold refreshments.   
 

A band has been lined up for New Years Eve “Country Gold”.  
Plan on coming down to your lodge and bring in the new year!.  
There will be a Prime Rib dinner that night, RESERVATION 
ONLY.  More details to follow. 
 

I have sent out tab letters.  The intent is not to offend anyone.  
It is a reminder that you owe the lodge some money and it is 
needed to continue to keep the doors open.  Tabs are due by 
the 7th day of the month following. 
 

At the recent Board of Directors meeting, I was provided with 
the clubroom operating hours: 
 

Monday - Friday  4:00pm - 7:00pm * 
Saturday  2:30pm - 7:00pm * 
Sunday   During regular football season, we 
will open from 11:00am - 5:00pm* 
 
* (Closing times are flexible.  They are to stay as long as service warrants) 

 
Debi Fraker 
719-469-6323 

2018- 2019 Officers 
                      

Exalted Ruler  Jeremiah Stoker  
Est. Leading Knight   Vacant 
Est. Loyal Knight  Kyle Christiansen 
Est. Lecturing  Knight  Ben Valverde 
Secretary    Jim Parsons 
Treasurer   Tom Fraker 
Esquire   Toni Cordova  
Chaplain   Cara Kennedy 
Inner Guard   Georgia Dillinger 
Tiler   Vacant 
Five Year Trustee   Boyd Valverde 
Four Year Trustee  Elaine McIntyre 
Three Year Trustee   Josh Eveatt 
Two Year Trustee   Suzette Cordova 
One Year Trustee   Bev Tucker 

Look backward and forward to build Elkdom 
August Message from the Grand Exalted Ruler ROBERT L. DUITSMAN 
 
As was the case with most people who have joined our great fraternity 
over the years, it never occurred to me that someday I might become its 
National President. It is the culmination of a long journey, with many 
twists and turns. I have met and developed relationships with fine and 
dedicated men and women whom I am very happy to call my friends. At 
its core, friendships are what Elkdom is all about, and I am very proud 
to have been given this wonderful opportunity to serve our Order. 
 
I see the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks as an organization 
dedicated to doing good works while having a good time doing them. 
From the countless projects our Lodges engage in within their local 
communities, to the help they extend to those in need, to our scholarship 
programs, to the support of our veterans, to supporting the values and 
causes that have made our country the greatest in the world, the Elks 
have a long tradition of service in a wide variety of areas. I’ve lost track 
of how many times new Members have said they wanted an opportunity 
to get involved, to give back, and to be part of something greater than 
themselves. At its best, Elkdom gives its Members all of those opportu-
nities. 
 
My motto for this year is “Honoring the Past—Embracing the Future.” 
Its significance to me is that, as Elks, we need to be mindful of the many 
great works we have accomplished over the last 150 years, and with a 
spirit of optimism, move forward together to grow our membership, 
work our programs, and promote our brand. 
 
By “Honoring the Past” my goal is to emphasize the richness of our 
traditions, the things we have accomplished, the importance of our ritu-
als, and the quality and character of our Members, that together have 
made the Elks the premier fraternal organization in the United States. 
There is a lot of history for every Elk to be aware of and take pride in; it 
is what makes us special. 
 
By “Embracing the Future” I want to share my optimism that our Order 
is capable of great things. As a result of our history, the benefit of our 
experience in so many areas, the good-hearted men and women who are 
involved in their Lodges and care so deeply for their success, and with 
the financial support of our Great Heart of Elkdom, the Elks National 
Foundation, we will continue the journey together toward an even great-
er future. 
 
To our friends, Mike and Barbara Luhr, Beth and I extend our sincere 
appreciation for your friendship and year of service, and your steady 
leadership that has seen our Order achieve many successes. You both 
are truly the best Elkdom has to offer. 
 
Beth and I look forward to the coming year as we travel around the 
country, hearing about and sharing in the great works being done every 
day by Elks. Again, thank you for this unique opportunity.  

Elks Care Elks Share 

Guest Policy 
 
The Board of Directors wants to remind everybody re-
garding the Guest Policy.  All guests that a member 
brings into the lodge building MUST be signed in.  The 
Visitor Register is located inside the front.  You must 
remain with the guest and should you leave, the guest 
must go with you.  You are responsible for the guest at 
all times. 

New Members can give your Lodge a spark          September message from GER Robert L. Duitsman 

The Lodge year is nearly half over, so I hope that Lodges are taking action and making plans that will result in overall success. The best events 
are the ones that are properly planned and executed, with forethought as to what will be needed in terms of promotion and execution. New ideas 
should be discussed with open minds to provide more opportunities for Members to enjoy their membership and meet new people. Our new 
Members bring fresh energy and ideas that should be heard and considered. We need to make them feel like they are an important part of the 
Lodge, because they are. 
 
In planning events, it often seems that a small group of reliable Members are the ones who do the work, while newer Members feel left out and 
have no place in the life of their Lodge. Hmmm...maybe there’s an opportunity here. Consider bringing more Members into your helper network, 
including new Members, so that everyone can feel invested in the life of their Lodge. One of the biggest reasons we lose Members is because 
nobody takes an interest in them. If they are invited to be a part of events, they will likely take a stronger interest in their Lodge. 
 
Also, one of the hallmarks of our Order is our service to our communities by getting out and making our communities better places while promot-
ing the Elks brand. I have often said, “If they know you, and they like you, they’ll want to be a part of you.” By getting involved in community 
events and undertaking programs and activities that will resonate with your community, everyone wins. A great opportunity is an activity cele-
brating National Patriotism Week, September 9-15. It is only one of many suggested opportunities included in the Grand Lodge calendar that has 
been distributed. 
 
Exalted Rulers, you were there for our national convention in St. Louis. You were able to see Elkdom on full display. For too many, “Elkdom” is 
their Lodge building and whatever is contained within. While that is an important part of the Elks experience, there are other opportunities out-
side the Lodge, such as district, state, and national events that can enrich Members’ understanding of what we are all about. Please share your 
experiences with Members who were unable to attend so they can better understand what Elkdom encompasses and instill in them greater pride in 
being part of our fraternity.  
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From the Secretary 
Hello everyone.  I hope everyone had an enjoyable summer.  The lodge will resume our weekly meetings here in September.  We also promise to 
have a fairly large group of new members to initiate on September 25th.  We currently have 12 prospective new members who have applied and 
possibly a few more coming as well. 
 

Attendance at our Friday night Bingo and Queen of Hearts raffle has been low during the summer months, but we hope to see an upswing in attend-
ance soon.  If there are any suggestions to improve these, let us know.  As you read this several lodge members will be attending the Colorado Elks 
State Convention in Denver.  We wish safe travels and a good time for all attendees.  Colorado South districts own Ron Carpenter from Creede 
lodge 506 is up for election as State Association President. 
 

On the membership front, we still have 51 members who have not paid their dues for this year.  The good news is that is 19 members better than we 
were at this time last year, but we still have a ways to go.  I sent out a new set of dues notices in mid August and hopefully that will garner us an 
improvement.  Our membership committee is exploring ways such as pay pal or some other automatic debit process to make dues payment simpler 
and easier to remember for everyone.  Would anyone be interested in something like that? 
 

Our thanks go out to all the members who volunteered recently to move the lodge storage building.  Tom and Debi Fraker, Jim Parsons, Bev Tuck-
er, Elaine McIntyre, Boyd Valverde, Becky Fraker, Kyle Christiansen, Georgia Dellinger, Peter Danko Jr., ER Jeremiah Stoker, Gaynell Allen and 
any others I forgot to mention.  A special thanks to Elaine McIntyre and La Junta Trading for the use of their forklifts.  I was out of town during the 
lodge picnic, but I understand there was a good turnout, and I do hope that everyone enjoyed themselves.  Elsewhere in this bulletin, you will find 
that we have a new (again) club manager in Debi Fraker.  Let’s all work together to support her and her efforts to improve the club operation.  Our 
heartiest thank you goes to outgoing club manager Toni Cordova.  She has done a magnificent job for the past several years. 
 

We’ll begin gearing up for our annual kids Halloween Party soon, so keep October 31 free on your calendars so we can ensure we will have enough 
help.  It is always a fun time and we’ve had around 300 or so kids enjoy the festivities the past few years. 

 
SICKNESS & DISTRESS— Roxie Ann Hoss, sister of member Missy Hoover’s husband Roger passes away recently. 
No other sickness and distress has been reported to the lodge this past month. 

Remember, Sickness and Distress is ALWAYS in Order. 

James Parsons, PDDGER, Lodge Secretary   
I’m usually in the office from approx. 11:00 AM until 1:00 PM weekdays if anyone needs anything. 

THANKS TO THESE INDIVUDUALS WHO CONTRIBUTE  $20 OR MORE ANNUALLY AND HELP PAY FOR THE 
BULLETIN 

 

Bob and Jan Blair  Tom and Debi Fraker  Tonilyn Madrid            Chris Carrillo 
Mary Ann Davis  Tano and Loretta Paolucci       Bev Tucker                  James Lewis    
Jim and Pam Sisson  Dan & Kristine Inskeep Buddy and Karey Mueller Dennis Smith 
Peacock Larsen Funeral Home 

September 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 3 

Trenton Mascare-

nas birthday 

4 PER Mtg 6:45 pm 

Lodge Mtg 7:30 pm 

5 James Lopez & 

Jessica Vergara 

birthday 

  

6 Friday Nite Feed 

6pm Tacos 

NO BINGO 

7 

Benjamin Travis 

Matthew birthday 

8 9 

Broncos vs 

Oakland  8:20pm 

10 

Dan Di Rezza & 

Brent White’s birth-

day 

11 Lodge Mtg 7:30 

pm 

Cody Long’s birth-

day 

12 

Robert Benz birth-

day 

13 Friday Nite Feed 

6pm NO FEED 

NO BINGO 

Curtis Peacock’s 

birthday 

14 

Brandie McMillan’s 

birthday 

15 

Michael Apker’s 

birthday 

Broncos vs Bears 

2:25pm 

16 

Greg Haugen & BJ 

Quick’s birthday 

17 18 Board of Direc-

tors Mtg 6:00pm 

Lodge Mtg 7:30 pm 

19 

Ron Krier & Addison 

Mueller birthday 

20 Friday Nite Feed 

6pm Lasagna 

Club Bingo 

Tom Brann’s birth-

day 

21 

Stephan Crayton, 

Monica Guerrero, 

Russ Karney, & 

Arthur McMillan’s 

birthday 

22 

Broncos vs Packers 

11:00am 

23 Jean Aguerre, 

Dave Anderson, 

Dave Blevens, 

Charles Harrington 

& Mercy Lovato’s 

birthday 

24 

Georgia Dillinger’s 

birthday 

25 Lodge Mtg 7:30 

pm Initiation 

 

26 

Peter Danko III, 

Andy Flores, & 

Clyde Stewart’s 

birthday 

27 Friday Nite Feed 

6pm Baked Chicken  

Club Bingo 

Pat Herrick’s birth-

day 

28 

Steak Nite 6:00pm 

Megan Schiro’s 

birthday 

29 

Jaylin Spady’s birth-

day 

Broncos vs Jaguars 

2:25pm 

30      
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We offer FREE 
Consultations on 

Any Cases 
 

Specializing in Family 
Law and, 

Criminal Defense 

SPRINGCREST DESIGNS LLC 
 

Custom Window Coverings,  
Blinds by Graber, and  

Ultrasonic Blind Cleaning 
 
409 W. 3rd                719-383-3817 

 

Elks Care Elks Share 
Advertising invoices have been sent 
out.  Please continue to support the 

lodge! 
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PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES 
 

Your membership dues are vital to ensuring the 
long term health of not only your lodge, but the 
Order as a whole.  The Elks do so much for their 
communities, youth and Veterans.  
 
There are currently 51 members on the Delin-
quent list.  Please stop by the lodge or send your 
check in the mail. 

Time to Apply! 
 
 
The fall scholarship season is upon us again. Eight hundred 
scholars will join the Elks family to lead, serve and connect as 
they begin the next chapter of their lives as champions of the 
Elks. 
 
First up is the Most Valuable Student scholarship, which is 
available to all high school seniors who are U.S. citizens. Ap-
plicants will be judged on leadership, service and financial 
need. Twenty finalists will receive at least $20,000 and an 
invitation to the seventh annual Leadership Weekend to vie 
for top awards ranging from $30,000 to $50,000; 480 runners-
up will receive $4,000 scholarships over the course of four 
years. 
 
“Being an Elks scholar is a symbol of hope,” says Katrina 
Nakamura, a 2019 MVS scholar sponsored by Oceanside, 
Calif., Lodge No. 1561. “It brings hope to individuals as well 
as the community. The ENF provided me with a scholarship 
that I can use to pursue higher education and my dreams.” 
 
The deadline to apply for the MVS scholarship is November 5 
at 11:59 p.m. Visit enf.elks.org/MVS to learn more. 
 
Unlike the MVS scholarship, Legacy Awards are only availa-
ble to the children and grandchildren of dues-paying Elks who 
joined the Order on or before April 1, 2017, or are charter 
members of a Lodge that was instituted on or after April 1, 
2017.  
 
Each Legacy Awards scholar will receive a $4,000 scholar-
ship distributed over the course of their college career. 
 
“This award means so much to me because I’ve seen how 
much my grandparents enjoy being Elks and I look forward to 
getting involved,” says Erin Murphy, a 2019 Legacy Awards 
recipient sponsored by Inverness, Fla, Lodge No. 2522.  
 
The deadline to apply for Legacy Awards is January 31, 2020, 
at 11:59 a.m. CST. Visit enf.elks.org/LEG to learn more. 
 
Emergency Educational Grants—one-year grants of up to 
$5,000—are available to children of deceased or totally disa-
bled Elks. Applications are available upon request between 
May 1 and October 31 of the academic year for which assis-
tance is desired. To learn more about Educational Emergency 
Grants, visit enf.elks.org/EEG. 
 
We can’t wait for you to meet the 2020 class of Elks scholars! 
 
In 2019-20, the Elks National Foundation will award $4.1 
million in college scholarships, ensuring a bright future for 
our nation’s youth. For more information about our scholar-
ship programs, and for ways Lodges can get involved with 
Elks scholars, visit elks.org/scholars. 

CORRECTION ON FRIDAY NITE 
FEED 

SEPTEMBER 27TH  
(Page 3) 

THE MEAL WILL BE CHICKEN 
FRIED STEAK 

Labor Day in the United States of America is a public 
holiday celebrated on the first Monday in September. It 
honors the American labor movement and the contribu-
tions that workers have made to the development, 
growth, endurance, strength, security, prosperity, 
productivity, laws, sustainability, persistence, structure, 
and well-being of the country. It is the Monday of 
the long weekend known as Labor Day Weekend. It is 
recognized as a federal holiday. 

Beginning in the late 19th century, as the trade un-
ion and labor movements grew, trade unionists pro-
posed that a day be set aside to celebrate labor. "Labor 
Day" was promoted by the Central Labor Union and 
the Knights of Labor, which organized the first parade 
in New York City. In 1887, Oregon was the first state of 
the United States to make it an official public holiday. 
By the time it became an official federal holiday in 
1894, thirty states in the United States officially cele-
brated Labor Day. 

SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 
ARE $1 REINSTAEMENTS 

 

Do you know someone that has dropped and are 
interested in becoming a members again? 
 
Our Bylaws designate the months of September 
and October as $1 reinstatement months.  During 
this period, the reinstatement fee is only $1! 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_of_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_history_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_labor_law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long_weekend
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trade_union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trade_union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Labor_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knights_of_Labor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oregon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_holiday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holiday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._state
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Oktoberfest at La Junta 701 

 
October 5th 

 
Brats, Bierocks and Sauerkraut 

 
Lots of Fun, Music  

 
&  
 

Beer Pong 
 
 

Steak Night 
 

September 28th 
 

6:00 - 7:30 pm 
 

Come enjoy a GREAT Rib Eye  
 

This steak is served with  
Baked Potato, Vegetable, Roll and 

Salad Bar 
 

Cost is: $17 
 


